
 

Top 10 (of 20) Reasons Alberta 
wants to be Independent! 

The question of Alberta separation 
remains one of the most debated issues 
in Western Canadian politics. Supporters 
of the idea argue that Alberta’s economic 
contributions, political priorities, and 
regional identity are not adequately 
reflected within the current federal 
framework. The following (2) articles 
presents twenty of the most common 
arguments advanced in favour of Alberta 
separation. 

1. Proponents argue that Alberta should 
exercise greater authority over its own 
political and economic future rather than 
remain subject to decisions made 
primarily in Ottawa. 

2. Alberta’s supporters of separation often 
contend that the province generates 
substantial wealth through its energy, 
agricultural, and industrial sectors and 
should retain a larger share of that value. 

3. A frequently cited argument is that 
Alberta has contributed significantly more 
to Confederation than it has received in 
direct benefit over many years. 

 

4. Many advocates point to the federal 
equalization framework as evidence that 
Alberta’s financial contributions are 
redistributed in ways that do not align 
with its own interests. 

5. Federal energy and environmental 
policies are often presented as having 
constrained Alberta’s most important 
economic sector. 

6. Supporters further argue that pipeline 
delays and federal regulatory barriers 
have reduced employment, investment, 
and long-term growth opportunities 
within the province. 

7. An independent Alberta, it is argued, 
could design a tax system better suited to 
the structure and priorities of its own 
economy. 

8. Separation is also framed as an 
opportunity to establish a regulatory 
environment that emphasizes 
competitiveness, efficiency, and 
economic expansion. 

9. Supporters frequently maintain that 
Alberta possesses the natural resources, 
skilled workforce, and entrepreneurial  

 

 

culture necessary to function 
successfully as an independent state. 

10. Another argument holds that 
Albertans are too often required to accept 
federal policies that do not reflect the 
province’s prevailing electoral 
preferences. 
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